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INTRODUCTION
Many people are frustrated integrating their Christian 
beliefs with their careers. Some conclude that combining 
Christ and career is possible only with full-time Christian 
work and that, therefore, God wants nothing less from 
them.

But the Bible teaches that Christ invented work and that, 
therefore, all work by nature is Christian — full-time.

The purpose of this course is helping Christians 
appreciate their status as full-time Christian workers, 
regardless of vocation or profession. We trust people who 
take the course will:

1. Understand their calling as ambassadors of Christ in 
their careers (2 Corinthians 5:18-20).

2. View Scriptures as a practical guide for their careers 
(2 Timothy 3:16-17).

3. Learn how personally to discover and apply Scriptural 
principles to their careers (Psalms 1:1-3, 
Proverbs 3:5-6).

4. Realize that true success is directly proportional to 
time spent meditating in and obeying God's Word 
(Joshua 1:8).

IN SHORT... 
The Bible has a wealth of hidden treasure:

"If you look for it as for silver and search for it as 
for hidden treasure, then you will understand the 
fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of God."

 Proverbs 2:4

My profession is to me a 
ministry from God.
 Crawford W. Long MD,
 pioneer in the use of 
 sulfuric ether as a  
 surgical anesthetic
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REQUIREMENTS FOR EACH CHAPTER
1. Quote memory verse.
2. Complete study sheets.
3. Attend class.
4. Fill out the completion record.

COMPLETION RECORD
Have someone in your study group check your completion 
of the chapter requirements, initial and date each chapter. 
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Assignment
1. Memorize Psalm 116:12.
2. Pray for insight as you 

complete this study sheet.
3. Read and be ready to use the 

“Guidelines to 
Conversational Prayer” 
(Reference D in the back of 
this book).
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 here do we find fulfillment in life?
Wealth, fame, power, success, security, a good family? 

All these are good things, but none give true fulfillment. 
Pursuing them is like climbing ladders propped against 
thin air.

How can we tell we're engaged in such a climb  before 
falling flat? The answer is in whether we spend or invest 
our lives.

FULLNESS VS. EMPTINESS 
The Bible says spending our lives leads to emptiness; 
investing them leads to fullness. The Bible goes on to say 
there is only one way to invest lives, and that is in the 
cause of Jesus Christ That means becoming personal 
agents — ambassadors — for the God of creation 
(2 Corinthians 5:18-20).

Most people, however, spend their lives only going from 
one project to another. Some people seem to heed a 
higher calling and commit a career to one goal; yet, 
looked at closely, that career is still just a string of 
projects.

People who have found fulfillment who have invested 
their lives in the cause of Christ still may put years into 
transient projects, but the tasks take on lasting meaning 
since they serve eternal purposes. How so?

THE BIBLE SHOWS THE WAY 
The Bible shows us three ways to give lasting significance 
to everyday tasks:

1. Focus on eternity. Realize most tasks, no matter how 
small, impact other people. Since the Bible says the 
souls of people last forever (Hebrews 9:27), the 
impact of our tasks could live with them eternally. 
Therefore let your tasks reflect God's love, truth and 
excellence; these attributes will stand out in an 
otherwise uncaring, deceitful and mediocre world. To 
prepare for this challenge, study God's eternal Word, 
the Bible, which tells of His attributes.

2. View your present job as a worthy place to be God's 
ambassador. Don't waste time looking for jobs that 
seem more spiritual; the Bible is full of people who 
used existing circumstances to impact other people 
eternally.

Chapter 1

INVESTING 
VS. SPENDING
MY LIFE

THE EFFECTIVE
CHRISTIAN CAREER SERIES

Book 1
INVESTING MY LIFE
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Memory verse

I love the Lord because He 
hears my prayers and 
answers them. Because He 
bends down and listens, I will 
pray as long as I breathe.

Psalm 116:12, Living

Definitions
Spend: To use up, waste or squander.
Invest: To commit in order to gain 
profit; to use resources for future 
benefits.
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3. Be prepared to share the good news of Christ when 
people ask you to explain your work attitude 
(1 Peter 3:15). Help them gain new hope for their 
lives, families — and careers.

THE CHOICES
The following table illustrates how we can either spend 

or invest our lives:

WHERE IS YOUR FOCUS?

We are called to the cause of Jesus Christ. It is a 
revolution that changes lives — a true encounter with the 
God of creation that never leaves a person the same.

Yet how does this affect our projects and careers? We 
are to continue right where we are. The Lord will probably 
lead us through the same one to five year projects and 
many of us to spend our careers in the same place, but 
they will take on a new meaning as we saturate our lives 
with Scripture (Joshua 1:8). The Word lasts forever, so we 
can invest our lives from a scriptural perspective in the 
sea of people (who last forever) who pass by us in our 
jobs, neighborhoods and daily contacts. As we share the 
Word with them through our lives and our standards of 

The Effective Christian Career
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Choices: Our projects Our careers Our lives

Time frame 15 years 20-30 years 70-80 years

Objectives
 

A short-term 
project; 
commitment to 
complete a series 
of tasks.

A lifetime 
commitment to a 
goal or goals.

An external 
commitment to the 
Word of God and 
people as we labor in 
our careers.

Result Spent our life Spent our life Invested our life.

Eternity Past
The Present

 (70-80 years) Eternity Future

Focus on our Past Focus on the Present Focus on Eternity

Hard work Wealth God (Psalm 102:25-27)

Bitterness Status/Power God’s Word 
(Mark 13:31)

Guilt Materialism People (Hebrews (9:27)

The “good old days” Education

Past successes Pleasure
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excellence, we have the opportunity to impart Jesus Christ 
to them. And to the degree that they choose to receive the 
Word, their lives will never be the same.

If we, through faith, trust God to use us, then when we 
are 60, 70, or 80 years old we can look back and say, "My 
life did count! It meant something. I was successful  I had 
a favorable outcome, a satisfactory conclusion to my life. I 
invested my life."

WHAT WILL GOD SAY TO YOU?
If we learn to invest our lives as God's ambassadors, He 
will one day say to us: "Well done, good and faithful 
servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put 
you in charge of many things" (Matthew 25:21).

Thus the challenge for you to consider is: Will you 
join the cause of Jesus Christ? Invest your life as an 
ambassador for Him.

— An Investment Parable —
WELCOME HOME, MR. AMBASSADOR

His name was Benjamin.
In many ways, he was much like any other ten year old 

lad. He was robust, inquisitive, and not without a natural 
innate ability to irritate his parents. At times he was 
lovable. At times it took all of the strength you could 
muster just to keep him in line.

But there was one distinct difference between little 
Benny and many of the other ten-year-olds you might 
meet. Ben was an American born to two American parents 
while they were living in a tiny country in Eastern Europe, 
where Ben's dad worked as an engineer for an American 
oil company.

So little Ben was an American, but he had never seen 
America. Consequently he talked, dressed, and ate, not 
like a ten-year-old would in the United States, but rather 
like all the children did in the little land he lived in. He had 
never seen a hot dog. He thought Times Square was a 
building tool, and the Steelers were a contracting firm. 
Though he was an American by birth, from every practical 
standpoint, his life gave no indications of it.

But when little Benny was thirteen, something wonderful 
happened His dad was sent back to the States for 
reassignment, and little Ben, after a brief re-entry trauma, 
at last became exposed to all of the customs and culture 
of the land he was designed to be a part of. It was like 
being reborn, and soon Benny became as American as 
apple pie. He finished high school, went on to college, 



The Effective Christian Career
Book 1, Chapter 1
page 1-4

page 1-4

graduating with honors. He received his degree in political 
science.

Through a series of interesting events, Ben became a 
part of the diplomatic corps., and within only a few years 
was appointed to the office of ambassador to — you 
guessed it — the very same little country he had grown up 
in as a lad. At his final briefing before his departure, the 
secretary of state gave Ben a series of warnings that 
every departing ambassador had to heed. They were 
these:
n Do not become entangled in the affairs of the land to 

which you have been sent.
n Remember. At all times, you are an ambassador — 

not a citizen. Identify with the people, but do not lose 
your identity as an ambassador.

n You are the official representative of your 
commander in chief. The people to whom you go will 
make their assessments of the one you represent 
often largely on their assessment of you.

n Do not heavily invest in the economy of the land to 
which you are being sent. Make your investments in 
your homeland, where you will one day return.

n At any time, the land to which you are going could be 
the center of a bloody revolution. When that happens, 
remember this procedure: 

a) You will be called home — if possible, before 
the warfare becomes too intense. 

b) There may not be time for you to gather any of 
your possessions. Whatever you have 
accumulated, you will leave behind. 

c) Upon your return, the commander in chief will 
be certain to assess your commitment as an 
ambassador and reward you accordingly.

Finally, remember, this country to which we are sending 
you is not your home. You are there on assignment. At 
any time, you may be instantly returned to the land of your 
true citizenship. Behave accordingly.

With those clear-cut guidelines, Ambassador Benjamin 
returned to the land of his childhood, once more to live in 
that little country, but no longer as a citizen of it,

At first, Ben's job was a delight. His intense commitment 
to America made him a walking billboard of the free 
enterprise system, and he was a positive force for 
democracy wherever he went. He took good care of the 
affairs of his people, cautioning them always to remember 
their responsibilities as American citizens.

But as time went on, Ben began to change. Little by 
little, he began to adopt once again, the philosophy and 
the culture of the people around him. His friends were all 
natives of that country, and soon he met and married a girl 
who was not only a native, but whose father had been 
politically involved In a series of anti-American activities. 
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Then Ben adapted his religious beliefs to those which 
were predominant In the land, though they were strongly 
opposed to what he had always been taught. Soon his 
duties as an ambassador began to be strongly colored by 
his increasing commitment to the land he lived in, He 
began investing his money heavily in business ventures 
and in savings opportunities in the banks of that little 
country until everything he had was invested there.

He was still an ambassador. He still went to work at the 
U. S. Embassy. But he dressed like, acted like, and lived 
like a native — all in contradiction to what he had been 
told before he came.

Then one day it happened. An intense civil war erupted 
in that little country, and a revolution was imminent. In a 
matter of minutes, Ben received this wire from the State 
Department:

We are sending for you and all other American 
citizens immediately. stop. Leave all your 
possessions behind. stop. You are no longer 
welcome in that country. stop. The president will 
greet you upon your return. stop.
It all happened so suddenly. Amidst tears and deep 

sorrow, Ben was evacuated from the country he had given 
his life to. He was forced to leave his wife behind. He 
never saw her again. His Investments were confiscated by 
the new government and destroyed. He had poured all he 
had into the wrong kingdom. He had forgotten where his 
real citizenship was.

Yes, he had been saved. In a moment, in the twinkling of 
an eye, they came for him. But oh, how empty handed he 
was. Once back in Washington, Ben was ushered into the 
White House, where he was granted an audience with the 
president. As the commander In chief gathered all of the 
ambassadors together for an awards ceremony, Ben tried 
to think back over the time he had spent in the little 
country assigned to him. What had he done to bring honor 
to the kingdom he represented? How faithful had he 
been? Where were his investments? Where was his 
heart? Racing through his mind were some of those 
original guidelines:
n Don't become entangled with the affairs of another 

kingdom.
n Remember who you are — an ambassador. 

Remember that they are watching you.
n Don't make your Investments in the wrong kingdom.
n At any time, you may be called home to give an 

account of what you have done.
n Upon your return you will be rewarded according to 

your faithfulness.
He had violated every one of those rules. He had lived 

as though he was a citizen of a land he would one day 
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surely have to leave behind. "What a fool I've been;" he 
said to himself, "what a fool I've been."

The president went around the room and congratulated 
the ambassadors for their particular contributions. “Well, 
done,” he would say, “you've been faithful; welcome 
home, Mr. Ambassador.” To another, “Well, done, you've 
been faithful in a small responsibility. I'll give you much 
greater responsibilities now that you are home at last. 
Welcome home, Mr. Ambassador.”

When the President came to Ben, he looked down, then 
looked Into Ben's eyes and said, “Ben, here is your 
certificate indicating you have been an ambassador in a 
foreign land You will always be a citizen of this country. 
No one will take that from you. But Ben, you've missed so 
much, and now you have so little to show for all those 
years. How I would love to give you a more noble 
commendation. But Ben, (the President’s eyes met his 
again) you forgot who you were!”

Now, I know what's going through your mind You're 
thinking: What a wasted life. He deserved no recognition 
at all. He was a turncoat — a traitor. How could anyone 
pretend to be an ambassador representing one country, 
and yet make all his investments in another? How could 
anyone who knew he would one day have to give an 
account to the commander in chief personally be so 
careless, so unfaithful?

But before you hang Benjamin from the nearest 
telephone pole, you'd better look at your own life. You, 
too, were brought into a world and brought up in a world 
that was foreign to God's original design for your life. Then 
one day, it happened. Your original citizenship was 
reaffirmed, and you began your training for something 
special. Before long, you came to realize that you had 
been commissioned as an ambassador for Christ, that 
while you were being sent right back to the land from 
which you had come, now you were being sent there as a 
representative, a citizen of another kingdom, representing 
another King. You were to be in the land, but not of it.

You were cautioned not to become entangled in the 
affairs of this life, to remember who you are, a child of the 
King, that others were watching you to learn of him. You 
were told not to make your investments here, not to lay up 
for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 
corrupt and thieves break through and steal.

You were told without reservation that a revolution was 
coming, a turbulent attempt to overthrow the Kingdom of 
Righteousness. You were told that just before that 
revolution, your Commander in Chief would very suddenly 
send for you, and call you home. Once home, you've been 
reminded, you will be sent directly to his presence where 
you will be called upon to give an account of your tour as 
an ambassador. Then without a doubt, you will be 
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rewarded for what you have done, according to your 
faithfulness.

So before you judge Benjamin, ask yourself: "Am I living 
as an Ambassador to or as a citizen of this world? Just 
where is my allegiance? What is it I think about night and 
day? What am I investing my money in? What am I 
investing my time in? What am I investing my influence 
in? Things that can be sent ahead to my homeland? Or 
things that at any time I will have to leave behind when my 
Commander in Chief suddenly calls me to return home?
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 hat are ambassadors?
Ambassadors are representatives of a high authority; 

servants of a home government while living in a foreign 
country; committed to delivering the home government’s 
messages, not their own.

In the same way, Christians are called to live under the 
authority of Christ and his Word, the Bible. When we act 
as his disciples in the marketplace, we are ambassadors.

ATTRIBUTES OF DISCIPLES
1. List some attributes of disciples from the following 
passages:

John 8:31  

John 13:35  

John 15:8  

Luke 14:25-26  

GOD GAVE US A ROLE MODEL
2. Paul was a role model for lay people functioning in the 
marketplace. Consider the following passages and briefly 
describe his perspective on his work:

Philemon 9  

Ephesians 6:20  

2 Corinthians 5:18-20  

AN AMBASSADOR IS
A MINISTER OF RECONCILIATION
3. According to 2 Corinthians 5:18, an ambassador is a 
“minister of reconciliation.” Practically speaking, how does 
this apply to a 20th-century ambassador for Christ?
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Memory verse

We are therefore Christ’s 
ambassadors as though God 
were making his appeal 
through us. We implore you 
on Christ’s behalf: Be 
reconciled to God.

2 Corinthians 5:20

Assignment
1. Memorize 2 Corinthians 5:20.
2. Pray for insight as you 

complete this study sheet.
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WHAT ARE OTHER ATTRIBUTES 
OF AN AMBASSADOR?
4. Reflect on the characteristics and job description of a 
U.S. ambassador to a foreign nation. Apply these 
attributes to the job of Christ’s ambassador in the 
workplace.
 U.S. ambassador Christ’s ambassador

___________________________  ___________________________

___________________________  ___________________________

___________________________  ___________________________

___________________________  ___________________________

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO YOU TO BE 
AN AMBASSADOR OF CHRIST?
5. What does it mean to you personally to be a disciple on 
the job, an ambassador in the marketplace?

 

 

 

6. Evaluate your life in light of what you’ve written. Have 
you made the transition from disciple to ambassador? If 
not, how would your life on the job be different if you made 
the commitment to ambassadorship (see Reference G at 
the end of this book)?
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Assignment
1. Memorize 2 Timothy 3:16,17
2. Pray for insight as you 

complete this study sheet.
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 f we are to invest our lives as Christ’s ambassadors in 
the workplace, we should live under the authority of His 
Word, the Bible. To do this we should know what it says 
and doesn't say. This takes a commitment to a process of 
investing in the Bible.

WHAT DOES “THOROUGHLY EQUIPPED 
FOR EVERY GOOD WORK” MEAN?
1. Consider this lesson's memory verse; define 
“equipped”:

 

 

2. What does it mean to be thoroughly equipped for every 
good work?

 

 

HOW DO WE BECOME EQUIPPED?
3. What activities equip us for work?

List how you became equipped for your career. Then 
give the corresponding activity for becoming a fully 
equipped ambassador for Christ:
 Equipping for a Career Equipping for Ambassadorship

   

   

   

EQUIPPING THE ATTITUDE
4. What attitudes or mental disposition were required for 
you to become equipped properly for your career? Are 
they also necessary for you to become "thoroughly 
equipped" for Christ's work? Identify and list the qualities 
you discover from Ezra 7:10 and 2 Timothy 2:15.
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Memory verse

All Scripture is God 
breathed and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting 
and training in righteousness, 
so that the man of God may 
be thoroughly equipped for 
every good work.

2 Timothy 3:16,17
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A HANDY TOOL
The following illustration shows us the five methods of 
learning from the Bible. Each of these methods is 
important:

The Navigators. Used by Permission.

Hearing: Hearing the Word from godly pastors and 
teachers provides insight into the Scriptures as well as 
stimulating our appetite for the Word

Reading: Many people find a daily reading program 
which takes them systematically through the Bible to be 
helpful.

Studying: Studying the Scriptures leads to personal 
discovery of God's truth.

Memorizing: Memorizing God's Word allows Scripture 
to overcome temptations and helps us share the good 
news with other people.

Meditating: This is the "thumb" of the Word, for it 
supports the other four methods. Only as we meditate on 
God's Word, pondering its meaning and application to our 
lives, will we discover its transforming power.

HOW FIRM IS YOUR GRASP?
5. In light of 2 Timothy 2:15, how firm is your grasp of 
God's Word?

 

 

 

 

6. List ways you can strengthen your grasp:
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WATCH OUT FOR DANGER
7. Once you've begun to invest in God's Word, a new 
danger emerges. Read 1 Corinthians 13:2. Identify the 
danger and how to avoid it.

 

 

 

 

APPLYING SCRIPTURE TO YOUR WORK
8. How can you apply Scripture practically to your job?

 

 

 

 





Assignment
1. Memorize 1 Peter 4:10.
2. Pray for insight as you 

complete this study sheet.
3. Consider signing the 

“Certificate of Citizenship” 
(Reference F) and the 
“Ambassador’s Contract” 
(Reference G of Chapter 2).
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 hy invest in people?
In Genesis 2:18, God told Adam it was not good for man 

to be alone. Later, in Genesis 3:8-9, we see God coming 
to the Garden of Eden to spend time with Adam and Eve. 
These passages show we were made to invest our lives 
with people — and God. When people relate to us, do 
they sense our relationship with God? As Christ's 
ambassadors, people should be able to see our 
relationship with Jesus — and be drawn into a personal 
relationship with Him themselves.

THE TIMOTHY INVESTMENT
1. Who were Timothy's investors?

2 Timothy 2:5  

2 Timothy 2:2   

2 Timothy 2:15  

WHO HAS INVESTED IN YOU?
2. Who are some of the people, or organizations who 
have invested in your spiritual growth?

 

 

3. What are our obligations to people who minister to us 
as found in Galatians 6:6?
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Memory verse

Each one should use 
whatever gift he has received 
to serve others, faithfully 
administering God's grace in 
its various forms.

1 Peter 4:10 
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SPIRITUAL GIFTS: INVESTMENT TOOLS
4. We should discover the special gifts God has given us 
to minister to others. From Romans 12:5-8, list the 
spiritual gifts and describe how each could be used by the 
Lord to minister to others:
 Gift Uses

   

   

   

   

   

   

INVESTMENT MOTIVATION
5. Why should an ambassador for Christ invest in people?

2 Timothy 1:7-10  

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17  

1 John 5:13  

2 Peter 3:10  

6. What hinders you from investing your life in people?

 

 

 

7. How can you begin to invest your life in people?
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For Ezra had devoted himself to 
the study and observance of the law 
of the Lord, and to teaching its 
decrees and laws in Israel.

Ezra 7:10
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HOW DOES YOUR “INVESTMENT 
PORTFOLIO” RATE? 
Spend time pondering your personal "investment portfolio" 
below. Allow the Holy Spirit to prompt you as you 
prayerfully respond to the following questions. Your 
answers will give you an idea of the quality of your 
investments.
Using a scale of “1 to 10” how would you rate your 
portfolio items listed below (“1” being poor, “10” being 
excellent)? 
 __ Christ is the center of my life 
 __ Obedience to Christ 
 __ Prayer 
 __ Fellowship 
 __ Witnessing
 __ Hearing the Word 
 __ Reading the Word 
 __ Studying the Word 
 __ Memorizing the Word 
 __ Meditating upon the Word

THE BALANCED PORTFOLIO
Study the "Wheel Illustration". This is a picture of the 
balanced Christian life "portfolio:"

The Navigators. Used by permission.

Christ the Center Galations 2:20, John 15:5, Colossians 1:27

Obedience to Christ John 14:21, Romans 12:1-2, Luke 6:46

The Word 1 Peter 2:2, 2 Timothy 3:16-17, Joshua 1:8

Prayer Matthew 7:7, Philippians 4:6-7, John 15:7

Fellowship Matthew 18:20, Hebrews 10:24-25, 1 John 1:3

Witnessing Matthew 4:19, Romans 1:16, 1 Peter 3:15

The key to living a victorious, Spirit-filled Christian life is 
keeping Jesus Christ as the center of our lives and Lord of 
all we do. With Christ in control, life is balanced and 
effective. The Wheel illustrates this Christ-centered life.
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Just as the driving force in a wheel comes from the hub, 
so the power to live the Christian life comes from Jesus 
Christ. The rim represents the Christian response to 
Christ's lordship through day-by-day obedience.

The spokes show the means by which Christ's power 
becomes operative in our lives. We maintain personal 
contact with God through the vertical spokes — the Word 
and prayer. The Word is our spiritual food as well as our 
weapon for spiritual battle.

Opposite the Word spoke is prayer. Through prayer we 
have direct communication with our heavenly Father and 
provision for our needs. As we pray, we show our 
dependence upon Him.

The horizontal spokes concern our relationships to 
people — believers, through Christian fellowship, and 
unbelievers, through witnessing. Fellowship centered 
around the Lord Jesus Christ provides the mutual 
encouragement, admonition and stimulation we need.

The first three spokes prepare us for passing on to 
others all that we have received from the Lord. This is 
accomplished through Witnessing, sharing our experience 
of Christ with others.

WHAT DOES “YOUR” WHEEL LOOK LIKE?
8. Consider your life, then draw your “wheel” below.

BALANCING YOUR WHEEL
9. List the activities the Lord wants you to begin now to 
"balance your wheel."
 How can I invest  How can I invest
 in God’s Word?    in people?
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10. What has God done spiritually in your life in the last 
year?

 

 

 

 

 

11. What do you want God to do spiritually in your life this 
year?

 

 

 

 

 

Consider signing the Certificate of Citizenship 
(Reference F).





Assignment
1. Memorize Ephesians 5:15-16.
2. Pray for insight as you 

complete this study sheet.
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 s an ambassador for Christ, each of us must 
choose how to use our time or else circumstances will 
choose for us. Our choices must be guided by objectives 
and goals prayerfully determined ahead of time. Then we 
will be able to manage our time based on our priorities. 
Without a Biblical view of the use of time, we will not be 
able to invest properly in the Word, people, our families, 
and careers. A proper balance of time is key to all of 
these.

We will address three important issues in this lesson:
1. Why do I need to plan my use of time?
2. What is God's plan for my use of time?
3. How do I implement the plan?

MANAGING TIME
1. List the reasons you should plan your time:

 Verse Reason for planning the use of my time

 Psalm 90:10,12  

 Psalm 139:16  

 Ephesians 5:16-18  

 1 Timothy 4:7-8  

Chapter 5

INVESTING 
MY TIME
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Memory verse

Be very careful, then, how 
you live  not as unwise but as 
wise, making the most of 
every opportunity, because 
the days are evil.

Ephesians 5:15-16 
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How do you currently use your time?
2. Estimate the number of hours you spent in the following 
areas during the last seven days.

Were you able to account for your time?
3. Did you account for all 168 hours? Why or why not?
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Activities
Hours per 
weekday

Hours per 
weekend

Total 
hours per 

week
A. Work

(1) Hours on job
(2) Commuting to/from job
(3) Hours at home spent on work
(4) "Moonlighting" hours
(5) Other
Total work

B. Family
(1) Morning/evening time together
(2) Weekend activities together
(3) "Family council" meetings
(4) Other
Total Family

C. Personal
(1) Sleeping and hygiene
(2) Eating (without family)
(3) Watching TV
(4) Reading
(5) Recreation (without family)
(6) Hobbies
(7) Chores around house
(8) Errands
(9) Other
Total Personal

D. Community
(1) Volunteer work
(2) Neighborhood activities
(3) Civic clubs
(4) Other
Total Community

E. Spiritual
(1) Church activities
(2) Devotions
(3) Ministry activities
(4) Other
Total Spiritual

   Total hours for week
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God's plan for your use of time
4. Reflecting on the first four lessons, how would you 
summarize God's overall plan for your time?

 

 

 

 

 

Reasons for having life goals 
and plans to achieve them 
5. Based on your answer to the preceding question, 
consider whether it is important to have life goals and 
plans to achieve them. What reasons can you think of for 
doing so?

 

 

 

 

6. What does Proverbs 24:3,4 (New Living Translation) 
have to say about planning?

 

 

 

 

BALANCING TIME 
The time planning chart you filled out shows five areas of 
time allocation: work, family, personal, community, and 
spiritual. Doug Sherman in his booklet "Balancing 
Competing Time Demands;" says, "The struggles we go 
through to be successful in all five areas can be compared 
to the struggles of an athlete in the pentathlon. The 
pentathlon is an athletic contest that consists of five 
diverse events: riding, pistol shooting, fencing, swimming, 
and running. To concentrate on any one event too heavily 
may jeopardize how you succeed in the other events."

A balanced lifestyle can be visualized as a pie, made up 
of the five area noted above. Each area requires a 
different amount of time, but all are equally important.
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Graphing your time
Review the Scripture passages given in the following 
chart:

7. Transfer the hours you calculated on page 5-2 into 
each of these five "slices." If you were to regraph the 
"slices" based on your current time allocation, what would 
your "pie" look like? What percent of your total time do 
you spend in each of the five areas?

8. Pleasing God in all of these areas is the ultimate test of 
success. Identify any of your allocations that seem to be 
out of balance.
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Principles for balancing time demands
1. Discern God's objectives in the five areas of your life 

by prayer, meditation, and counsel. Set up realistic 
goals in each area.

2. Use these goals as you plan your schedule.
3. Commit never to add anything to your schedule 

without first removing or reducing something.

BOILED DOWN: 
To invest your time, you should establish objectives (what 
you want to accomplish) and set goals (how you will 
accomplish them) based on your priorities. Remember:

1. Goals, objectives and priorities are only tools and not 
laws.

2. Evaluate your priorities, objectives, and goals 
regularly.

3. Don't try to catch up; if behind, just press on from 
there.

4. Don't measure what you are doing against someone 
else; don't make comparisons.

RE-EVALUATING YOUR USE OF TIME
9. Based on your current time allocation, are you truly 
investing your time? If not, what changes will you make 
this week?

 

 

 

 

 

Do you have some new goals 
and objectives?
10. Draw a pie chart below that reflects your new goals 
and objectives.

Remember: God is 
sovereign — not your plans.





Assignment
1. Memorize Colossians 3:23-24.
2. Pray for insight as you 

complete this study sheet.

Memory verse

Whatever you do, work at it 
with all your heart, as working 
for the Lord, not for men, 
since you know that you will 
receive an inheritance from 
the Lord as a reward. It is the 
Lord Christ you are serving. 
are serving.

Colossians 3:23-24 
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 n America, work is viewed as a way to gain fame, rank, 
power, wealth and much more. Is there a higher 
motivation? This study looks at the Biblical basis for work.

GOD’S PERSPECTIVE ON WORK
1. What two careers did God have Adam engage in?

Genesis 2:15  

Genesis 2:19-20  

2. 2. As a result of man's sin, what happened to his work 
(Genesis 3:17-19)?

 

 

 

 

3. What are some "thorns and thistles" in your work?

 

 

 

 

 

BIBLICAL MOTIVATION FOR WORK
4. Why does God want you to work?

Genesis 2:2  

Exodus 20:9   

Matthew 5:16  

1 Thessalonians 4:11-12  

2 Thessalonians 3:10-12  

Chapter 6

WORK — 
A SPIRITUAL 
INVESTMENT
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PERSPECTIVES ON WORK
5. Respond to these questions after meditating on the 
memory verse:

Is Paul giving us a helpful suggestion, a guideline, or a 
command?

 

 

 

 

Does the verse apply to most of our earthly efforts? 
Discuss.

 

 

 

 

Colossians 3:23-24 emphasizes three times who we are 
to view as our Boss. Give the three phrases here and 
briefly discuss each:

 

 

 

 

What do you think it means to "work at it with all your 
heart"?

 

 

 

 

How do you know when you are working "for the Lord, 
not for men"? How can you tell the difference? Is there 
visible evidence?
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In light of this passage, what is the proper response for a 
believer who is praised for his performance on the job?

 

 

 

 

How does a Christian work if  his earthly boss is a jerk?

 

 

 

 

6. Answer the following questions, giving your reasoning 
for each, based on your understanding of God's 
perspective on work.

Which is a more spiritual activity: a business career, or 
full time Christian work (pastor, missionary, etc.)?

 

 

 

 

According to God, which job is more important, the 
president or the janitor?

 

 

 

 

Which is more spiritual: your morning devotions or 
calling on your first customer at work? 
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In an excellent article on the Puritan work ethic, Leland 
Ryken said:

"The Puritans declared the sanctity of all honorable 
work. In so doing they rejected a centuries old division of 
calling 'sacred' and 'secular ....' This Puritan rejection of 
the dichotomy between sacred and secular work has far 
reaching implications. It judges every honorable job to be 
of intrinsic value, and integrates every vocation with a 
Christian's spiritual life. It makes every job consequential 
by regarding it as the arena for glorifying and obeying God 
and for expressing love (through service) to a neighbor. 
(The Practice of Godliness, page 116.)

7. Select a Bible character who you feel viewed his job as 
a "spiritual endeavor." Why does the character stand out?

 

 

 

 

 

8. Why don't Christian businessmen and women visualize 
their work as being a God appointed, spiritual endeavor?

 

 

 

 

 

9. What step(s) will you take to make your career a 
spiritual endeavor?

 

 

 

 

 

Food for thought: Only God 
can make your career produce 
eternal benefits.
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TRUE SUCCESS
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Memory verse

Do not let this book of the 
Law depart from your mouth; 
meditate on it day and night, 
so that you may be careful to 
do everything written in it. 
Then you will be prosperous 
and successful.

Joshua 1:8 

Assignment
1. Memorize Joshua 1:8.
2. Pray for insight as you 

complete this study sheet.
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 hen your life draws to an end, will you consider 
it to have been a success? Most people view success in 
light of their career, but is that true success?

There are many theories on success, but this study is 
designed to help you discover the Bible’s definition.

DEFINING SUCCESS
1. What comes to mind when you think of "success"? 
Write your own definition.

 

 

 

2. Who are your personal heroes? Think of some people 
you consider successful according to your definition of 
success. Why do you consider them successful?

 

 

 

3. Consult dictionaries and write at least two distinctly 
different definitions of success:

 

 

 

Success has at least two definitions, but most people 
only think of one, which is fame, rank, power and wealth. 
Yet a second bears application: a favorable outcome or 
conclusion. That is what Jesus meant when He said, "Well 
done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful 
with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things" 
(Matthew 25:21).

Just as we have studied before, we invest our lives in 
things that are eternal or spend our lives on the present. 
Spend some time in prayer and ask God to show you 
what true success is for your life.
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SUCCESS IN GOD’S KINGDOM
4. Contrast success as defined in the workplace with 
success that God promises in His kingdom.

Success in Success in
Earthly Kingdom  God's Kingdom

 Reference What does Scripture say?

Fame 1 Corinthians 3:12-15  

 2 Timothy 4:7-8  

 James 1:12  

Rank Luke 14:7-11  

 Mark 10:35-45  

Power Daniel 7:27  

 Matthew 25:21  

 Revelation 19:14-21  

 Revelation 21:4-6  

Wealth Revelation 19:7-9  

 Revelation 21:10-21  

5. According to Scripture, what are some of the dangers of 
society's view of success?

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOW IS SUCCESS ATTAINED? 
6. What are the prerequisites for success according to 
Joshua 1:8?
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7. Read Psalm 1:1-3. What are some prerequisites for 
success from these verses?

 

 

 

How do we meditate on the Law (the Word)? List below 
some actions that you believe are involved in meditation.

 

 

 

8. Obedience is easier said than done. Meditate on the 
following passages and write down your insights on what 
it means to be obedient.

Psalm 111:10  

Psalm 119:100  

Matthew 5:19  

Matthew 6:24  

John 14:15  

1 John 2:3-6  

James 1:22-25  

MEASURING YOUR SUCCESS 
9. If you were to die today, could you say you had been a 
success? On what basis? To what degree? How would 
you know?

 

 

 

10. If you have determined from this study that you are not 
a success, or are not as successful as you could be, what 
steps can you take now?

 

 

 





Memory verse

But Godliness with 
contentment is great gain. For 
we brought nothing into this 
world and we can take 
nothing out of it.

1 Timothy 6:6-7
read verses 6-10 for better insight 
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 ow can we be highly motivated in our careers and 
find contentment? How do we distinguish contentment 
from complacency?

This study is designed to help you understand the 
necessity of contentment in your career and as you 
wholeheartedly serve God.

DEFINING CONTENTMENT
1. Define contentment.

 

 

 

 

2. How does contentment manifest itself in a person's life?

 

 

 

 

3. Define contentment from the dictionary.
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Assignment
1. Memorize 1 Timothy 6:6-7.
2. Prayerfully complete this 

study sheet.
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4. Search the following Scriptures and describe how 
contentment relates to the following areas:

Circumstances

 Ecclesiastes 7:13,14  

 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18  

 James 1:2-4  
 

Money

 Ecclesiastes 4:8  

 Ecclesiastes 5:10  

 Hebrews 13:5  
 

Work

 Ecclesiastes 2:24,25  

 Ecclesiastes 3:13  

 Ecclesiastes 3:22  

 Ecclesiastes 5:19  
 

WHAT CONTENTMENT DOES
Scripture warns us to avoid extremes and pursue balance. 
For example, we can carry contentment and the lack of it 
to extremes. Consider the following illustrations to 
represent these extremes in the areas of our work ethic 
and our attitudes toward money.

Contentment helps us avoid extremes
in both illustrations.

The Effective Christian Career
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Study the following passages:

Proverbs 12:24  

Proverbs 13:4  

5. Identify the attitude or action that helps us gain 
contentment and place it on the "scale" below.

6. What are the results of cultivating contentment?

Psalm 119:165  

Luke 12:13-15  

James 4:13-16  

2 Peter 1:3  

7. Summarize the attitudes and character qualities that 
accompany contentment Consider how these traits should 
affect our actions regarding money and work.
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 he abilities God gives us for work produce wealth. 
What is our responsibility toward the wealth He provides? 
This study focuses on the Biblical view about work and 
wealth.

MOTIVATIONS FOR WORK
1. What should motivate us to work?

Proverbs 13:22  

Proverbs 28:19  

1 Timothy 5:8  

1 Timothy 6:17-19  

2. What should not motivate us?

Luke 12:16-21  

James 4:1-3  

1 John 2:15-16  

BIBLICAL ATTITUDES ABOUT WEALTH
3. What are some positive and negative aspects of 
abundance?

Deuteronomy 8:16-18  

Proverbs 10:22  

2 Corinthians 8:14-15  

4. What attitudes do you need to adopt about 
accumulation?

Psalm 24:1 and Haggai 2:8  

Proverbs 23:4  

Matthew 6:24  

1 Timothy 6:7-10  

Chapter 9
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Memory verse

But remember the Lord your 
God, for it is He who gives 
you the ability to produce 
wealth....

Deuteronomy 8:18a

Assignment
1. Memorize 

Deuteronomy 8:18a.
2. Pray for insight as you 

complete this study sheet.
3. Complete the End-of-Course 

Evaluation (Reference A at 
the back of this book).
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As you work, God may allow you to accumulate wealth. 
What and how much you accumulate will vary among 
Christians because their talents differ. But it is our 
responsibility to be stewards of all that God gives us.

HOW MUCH IS ENOUGH?
A runner runs the race course until he breaks the 

tape. Very few runners continue after they have broken 
the tape. Yet in their financial lives many never stop 
running because they do not know where their finish 
line is. 
 Ron Blue                     

“How much do I need?” Only you can determine that; 
your lifestyle, material goods, giving to the Lord are 
personal decisions between you and God. We should 
know our motives and be able to answer for them. 
Unfortunately, most people have not dealt with the issue 
of wealth.

5. Have you ever asked how much is enough for you? 
Consider the following questions: 

a. What are God's long-term financial goals for me and 
my family?

 

 

 

b. What are God's short-term financial goals for me and 
my family (one year or less)?

 

 

 

c. Will reaching these short-term goals help accomplish 
your long term goals?
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SUMMARY
We do not work just to earn a living; instead, we are 
commanded to trust God to meet our needs according to 
His promises. While our work may be used by God to 
meet our needs, it is also to give us a platform for ministry. 
Although our effort can result in wealth, there is no cause 
and effect relationship. We work hard because we are 
commanded by God to work hard. God is concerned with 
the process of our work — our attitude and faithfulness to 
take advantage of opportunities He gives us.

We are warned against deriving our sense of worth and 
significance from the kind of work we do. God declares us 
to be of worth, and we are to derive our significance only 
from our relationship with Him.

— Taken from Why Go To Work?,
The Vision Foundation, Inc., Knoxville, Tenn..

The goal is not always to increase 
our standard of living, but to 
increase our standard of giving.
 Acie Johnson
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 ll of us make choices that shape our future. Right 
or wrong, good or bad, our lives take a direction. We take 
control of that direction with a clear philosophy of life. This 
lesson will help you develop a life philosophy based on 
Scripture.
]

HOW TO DEVELOP YOUR PHILOSOPHY
1. Memorize Ecclesiastes 12:13b.
2. Pray for God's wisdom (James 1:5).
3. Recite each study verse from memory to a friend or 

family member.
4. Review each of the lessons you have done. Briefly 

write one conviction you developed from each lesson:

Lesson #1 

Lesson #2 

Lesson #3 

Lesson #4 

Lesson #5 

Lesson #6 

Lesson #7 

Lesson #8 

Lesson #9 

Chapter 10
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Memory verse

...Fear God and keep His 
commandments, for this is 
the whole duty of man.

Ecclesiastes 12:13b 

Assignment
1. Prepare a personal life 

philosophy based upon 
Scripture and this workbook.

2. Memorize one verse from 
your philosophy or 
Ecclesiastes 12:13b.

3. Complete, and have ready to 
turn in, your End-of-Course 
Evaluation (Reference A at 
the back of this book).
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Summarize these convictions into a personal, scriptural 
philosophy. Be creative, yet write no more than two 
paragraphs. State your purpose, priorities, and goals. 
Employ Scripture where possible, memorizing the most 
important verse to you. Use first person singular.

My Life Philosophy

Name  Date 
Use note margin on this page for more space if needed.

Pray that God will grant you the ability to live out your 
philosophy. You should plan to refine this philosophy once 
a year.

How will your philosophy affect your career, wealth, 
family, time, etc. —  now and in the future?

The Effective Christian Career
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Name  Date 

Facilitator(s) name 

Workbook title 

Since you have completed this course, your input is very 
important to us. Please give us your evaluation of the 
course and any other information you desire us to know.

What did you like most about the course?

What area(s) could be improved upon?

Please list any candidates that you would like to 
recommend for future courses. List names and phone 
numbers.

Would you be interested in leading this course in the 
future if you had leaders training?

Yes____  No____  Undecided____
Do you currently plan on being involved in the next 

course in this series?
Yes____  No____  Undecided____
What other subjects/topics should this ministry focus on?

Reference A

END-OF-COURSE
EVALUATION
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page A-1
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Any other comments regarding this course?

How would you rate your facilitator(s)/group leader(s)?
Excellent____  Good____  Fair____
Needs improvement____

Please return this to your facilitator or mail to:
Biblical Leadership for Excellence
Box 781148
San Antonio, TX 78278

The Effective Christian Career
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page A-2
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I love the Lord because He hears my prayers and 
answers them. Because He bends down and listens, I will 
pray as long as I breathe!

 Psalm 116:1,2 (Living)

We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God 
were making his appeal through us. We implore you on 
Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God.

 2 Corinthians. 5:20

All Scripture is God breathed and is useful for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness, so that 
the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every 
good work.

 2 Timothy 3:16,17

Each one should use whatever gift he has received to 
serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its 
various forms.

 1 Peter 4:10

Be careful, then, how you live, not as unwise but as 
wise, making the most of every opportunity because the 
days are evil.

 Ephesians 5:15,16

Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as 
working for the Lord, not for men, since you know that you 
will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is 
the Lord Christ you are serving.

 Colossians 3:23,24

Do not let this book of the law depart from your mouth; 
meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to 
do everything that is written in it. Then you will be 
prosperous and successful.

 Joshua 1:8

Reference B (Book 1)

MEMORY VERSES
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But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we 
brought nothing into this world and we can take nothing 
out of it.

 1 Timothy 6: 6-7

But remember the Lord your God, for it is He who gives 
you the ability to produce wealth.

 Deuteronomy 8:18a

Fear God and keep His commandments, for this is the 
whole duty of man.

 Ecclesiastes 12:13b

The Effective Christian Career
Reference B
page B-2
[

page B-2
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Honor the Lord by giving Him the first part of all your 
income, and He will fill your barns with wheat and barley 
and overflow your wine vats with finest wines.

 Proverbs 3:9-10

Don't withhold payment of your debts. Don't say `some 
other time if you can pay now.

 Proverbs 3:27-28

Son, if you endorse a note for someone you hardly 
know, guaranteeing his debt, you are in serious trouble.

 Proverbs 6:1

Take a lesson from the ants you lazy fellow. Learn from 
their ways and be wise! For though they have no king to 
make them work, yet they labor hard all summer gathering 
food for the winter.

 Proverbs 6:6-8

Ill gotten gain brings no lasting happiness, right living 
does.

 Proverbs 10:2

A wise youth makes hay while the sun shines, but what 
a shame to see a lad who sleeps away his hour of 
opportunity.

 Proverbs 10:5

The good man's earnings advance the cause of 
righteousness. The evil man squanders his on sin. 

 Proverbs 10:16

A lazy fellow is a pain to his employers - like smoke in 
their eyes or vinegar that sets the teeth on edge. 

 Proverbs 10:26

The Lord hates cheating and delights in honesty. 
 Proverbs 11:1

Be sure you know a person well before you vouch for his 
credit! Better refuse than suffer later.

 Proverbs 11:15

Reference C
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It is possible to give away and become richer! It is also 
possible to hold on too tightly and lose everything. Yes, 
the liberal man shall be right! By watering others, he 
waters himself.

 Proverbs 11:24-25

People curse the man who holds his grain for higher 
prices, but they bless the man who sells it to them in their 
time of need.

 Proverbs 11:26

It is better to get your hands dirty and eat, than to be too 
proud to work - and starve.

 Proverbs 12:9

Hard work means prosperity, only a fool idles away his 
time.

 Proverbs 12:11

God delights in those who keep their promises and 
abhors those who don't.

 Proverbs 12:22

Wealth from gambling quickly disappears, wealth from 
hard work grows.

 Proverbs 13:11

Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but when dreams 
come true at last, there is life and joy.

 Proverbs 13:12

A wise man thinks ahead, a fool doesn't and even brags 
about it.

 Proverbs 13:16

Be with wise men and become wise, be with evil men 
and become evil.

 Proverbs 13:20

The wise man looks ahead. The fool attempts to fool 
himself and won't face facts.

 Proverbs 14:8

A simpleton believes what he is told. A prudent man 
checks to see where he is going.

 Proverbs 14:15

A wise man is cautious and avoids danger; a fool 
plunges ahead with great confidence.

 Proverbs 14:16
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Plans go wrong with too few counselors; many 
counselors bring success.

 Proverbs 15:22

If you profit from constructive criticism you will be 
elected to the wise man's hall of fame. But to reject 
criticism is to harm yourself and your own best interests.

 Proverbs 15:31-32

We can make plans, but the final outcome is in God's 
hands.

 Proverbs 16:1

Commit your work to the Lord, then it will succeed.
 Proverbs 16:3

A little gained honestly is better than great wealth gotten 
by dishonest means.

 Proverbs 16:8

The Lord demands fairness in every business deal. He 
established this principle.

 Proverbs 16:11

It is poor judgment to countersign another's note, to 
become responsible for his debt.

 Proverbs 17:18

The intelligent man is always open to new ideas. In fact 
he looks for them.

 Proverbs 18:15

Many beg favors from a man who is generous; everyone 
is his friend.

 Proverbs 19:6

When you help the poor you are lending to the Lord -and 
he pays wonderful interest on your loan.

 Proverbs 19:17

It is risky to make loans to strangers.
 Proverbs 20:16

The Lord loathes all cheating and dishonesty.
 Proverbs 20:23

Steady plodding brings prosperity, hasty speculation 
brings poverty.

 Proverbs 21:5



The Effective Christian Career
Reference C
page C-4

page C-4

Dishonest gain will never last, so why take the risk.
 Proverbs 21:6

The wise man saves for the future, but the foolish man 
spends whatever he gets.

 Proverbs 21:20

If you must choose, take a good name rather than great 
riches, for to be held in loving esteem is better than silver 
and gold.

 Proverbs 22:1

A prudent man foresees the difficulties ahead and 
prepares for them; the simpleton goes blindly on and 
suffers the consequences.

 Proverbs 22:3

True humility and respect for the Lord lead a man to 
riches, honor and long life.

 Proverbs 22:4

Just as the rich rule the poor, so the borrower is servant 
to the lender.

 Proverbs 22:7

Happy is the generous man, the one who feeds the 
poor.

 Proverbs 22:9

The lazy man is full of excuses. `I can't go to work!' he 
says. `If I go outside I might meet a lion in the street and 
be killed.'

 Proverbs 22:13

Unless you have the extra cash on hand, don't 
countersign a note. Why risk everything you own? They'll 
even take your bed.

 Proverbs 22:26-27

Don't weary yourself trying to get rich. Why waste your 
time? For riches can disappear as though they had the 
wings of a bird.

 Proverbs 23:4-5

Any enterprise is built by wise planning, becomes strong 
through common sense, and profits wonderfully by 
keeping abreast of the facts.

 Proverbs 24:3-4

Develop your business first before building your house.
 Proverbs 24:27
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Don't brag about your plans for tomorrow — wait and 
see what happens.

 Proverbs 27:1

Don't praise yourself, let others do it!
 Proverbs 27:2

A workman may eat from the orchard he tends; anyone 
should be rewarded who protects another's interests.

 Proverbs 27:18

Riches can disappear fast. And the King's own crown 
doesn't stay in the family forever - so watch your business 
interests closely. Know the state of your flocks and herds.

 Proverbs 27:23-24

Income from exploiting the poor will end up in the hands 
of someone who pities them.

 Proverbs 28:8

A man who refuses to admit his mistakes can never be 
successful. But if he confesses and forsakes them, he 
gets another chance.

 Proverbs 28:13

The man who wants to do right will get a rich reward. But 
the man who wants to get rich quick will quickly fail.

 Proverbs 28:20

Giving preferred treatment to rich people is a clear case 
of selling one's soul for a piece of bread. 

 Proverbs 28:21

A king who is fair to the poor shall have a long reign.
 Proverbs 29.14

Sometimes mere words are not enough — discipline is 
needed. For the words may not be heeded. 

 Proverbs 29.19





GOD DESIRES YOUR FELLOWSHIP
You can participate in a new dimension of fellowship and 
communication with Him through conversational prayer. 
Conversational prayer is good to use in a group. The 
objective is to speak conversationally to God from the 
heart. In conversational prayer, pray briefly and aloud as 
often as you would like. Don't worry about impressing 
those who hear you. Be less concerned with your form 
and the specific words you will use, and concentrate more 
on simply communicating with God

Here are some guidelines
1. Start praying rather than sharing requests. Usually the 

one with the burden for someone will be the one to 
initiate prayer about that person or thing.

2. Pray about one topic at a time. Try to avoid skipping 
around from topic to topic. You don't want a disjointed 
time, but a time of meaningful prayer in which you 
agree concerning the requests at hand.

3. Pray briefly.
4. Pray spontaneously, not in sequence.
5. Pray loud enough for all to hear.
As you start praying as a group, there will often be 

moments of silence while people quiet their hearts and 
focus their attention on the business at hand . . . that of 
praying effectively. A suggested prayer format is "ACTS":

Adoration: Acknowledge God's character and attributes.
Confession: Confess your sins to God.
Thanksgiving: Express your thanks to God.
Supplication: Pray for others, then for yourself.
As you pray conversationally you will experience a new 

excitement about praying as a group.

SUMMARY
1. Pray, don't share.
2. Pray about one topic at a time.
3. Be brief.
4. Be spontaneous.
5. Speak up so that all can hear.
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GUIDELINES TO
CONVERSATIONAL
PRAYER

THE EFFECTIVE
CHRISTIAN CAREER SERIES

I love the Lord because He hears my 
prayers and answers them. Because 
He bends down and listens, I will pray 
as long as I breathe!

 Psalm 116:1-2, Living
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WHY STUDY THE WORD OF GOD?

7 Verses — from 
Genesis to Revelation (NASB)

1. Genesis 1:26: "Then God said, 'Let Us make man in 
Our image according to Our likeness..."

2. Deuteronomy 6:6-9: "And these words, which I am 
commanding you today, shall be on your heart; and 
you shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall 
talk of them when you sit in your house and when you 
walk by the way and when you lie down and when 
you rise up. And you shall bind them as a sign on 
your hand and they shall be as frontals on the 
doorposts of your house and on your gates."

3. Joshua 1:8: "This book of the law shall not depart 
from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and 
night, so that you may be careful to do according to all 
that is written in it, for then you will make your way 
prosperous, and then you will have good success."

4. Psalm 1:1-3: "How blessed is the man who does not 
walk in the counsel of the wicked, nor stand in the 
path of sinners, nor sit in the seat of scoffers! But his 
delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law he 
meditates day and night. And he will be like a tree 
firmly planted by streams of water, which yields its 
fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither; and in 
whatever he does, he prospers."

5. John 1:1,14a: "In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word was God... 
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us."

6. 2 Timothy 3:16-17: "All Scripture is inspired by God 
and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
for training in righteousness, that the man of God may 
be adequate, equipped for every good work."

7. Revelation 19:10-13: "And I fell at his feet to worship 
him. And he said to me, 'Do not do that; I am a fellow 
servant of yours and your brethren who hold the 
testimony of Jesus; worship God. For the testimony of 
Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.' And I saw heaven 
opened; and behold, a white horse, and He who sat 
upon it is called Faithful and True; and in 
righteousness He judges and wages war. And His 
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eyes are a flame of fire, and upon His head are many 
diadems; and He has a name written upon Him which 
no one knows except Himself. And He is clothed with 
a robe dipped in blood; and His name is called The 
Word of God"

Major points
1. From start to finish —  Genesis to Revelation —  the 

Bible is about Jesus.
2. For success (a favorable outcome) in life, we must 

invest in two things that last forever: people and the 
Word of God. God promises success if we invest in 
both (Joshua 1:8; Psalm 1:1-3).

3. To the degree we take the Word of God into our 
careers, we take Jesus Christ into our careers.
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 ver the past several weeks we have looked at 
investing our lives as ambassadors for Christ 
(2 Corinthians 5:20). We do this by investing in the Word 
of God and in people as we perform our daily tasks. 
However, we cannot invest our lives for a kingdom of 
which we are not a citizen. Citizenship is never vague or 
questionable; it is an established fact that every citizen 
knows with great certainty. Perhaps you have never been 
reborn into God's Kingdom, or you're just not sure your 
"citizenship papers" are in order. This, then is a good time 
to reconfirm, or for the first time establish Christ as your 
personal Lord and Savior.

You simply do this by faith (Romans 10:9). If you would 
like to reconfirm or establish Christ as your Savior, just 
say to Him:

Lord Jesus, I need you. Come into my life. 
Forgive me of my sins. Make me the kind of person 
you want me to be. Thank you for dying and living 
for me.
If you have prayed this prayer for the first time or have 

reconfirmed this prayer, you know beyond a doubt of your 
relationship to Jesus Christ (1 John 5:11-13) as your Lord 
here on earth and your Savior (payment for eternal life).

If this prayer represents the intent of your heart, sign 
your name and enter the date on the lines below.

Name 

Date 
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 any believers have never recognized the 
implications of their citizenship — the benefits, and 
obligations — of being an ambassador of The King. 
Maybe it's time for you to invest your life in the true cause 
of Jesus Christ. If you're ready to make that commitment, 
then your vow to the Lord could be like this:

Lord, l humbly accept the honor of being an 
ambassador for the King. I hereby commit my life 
to representing You, investing my life in the cause 
of Jesus Christ. I purpose to focus on things 
eternal — meditating on and obeying the Word of 
God as I serve others on the job. Thank you, 
Father, for empowering me with Your spirit to carry 
out these objectives.
If this prayer represents the intent of your heart, sign 

your name and enter the date on the lines below

Name 

Date 
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